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A  Road Trip to Myanmar – the Land of Golden Pagodas-3
By- Maheshwar Gurumayum

The next day,  we were to ld
that a team of Manipuris residing
at Mandalay would be visiting us
at our hotel and  were advised to
be there at the gathering by our
team leader. Many of our mates
wanted to go for  shopping and I
accompanied them till market. 
After  accompanying them for
some time, I find it boring. So
cam e th is  b r i l li an t id ea  o f
bunking away from our group
and  d oing  a  l i tt le  b it  o f
sightseeing of Mandalay on my
own. I sneaked away from our
group,  h ired a motorcyclist to
take me sightseeing round the
city. I also had  the opportunity
to  r id e the  b ike ,  which  w as
f an ta st ic .  Fi r st ,  I  had  th e
o pp or tu ni ty to  w i tn es s th e
Man da lay Ro ya l  P lace  f ro m
outside. I really wanted to  go
ins id e bu t  t im e con st ra in t
ref rain ed  m yself  f ro m go ing
inside as we were to meet our
fello w Manipur is resid ing in
Mandalay. The Mandalay Palace
is said to be the last royal palace
of the last Burmese monarchy.
Mandalay Palace largely follows
the traditional Burmese palace
design ,  ins ide  a wal led  fo r t
su rro und ed by a  mo at.  Ve ry
similar to our very own Kangla
Fort, the royal palace of Manipur
in most aspects.  The moat of
Mandalay Palace has an uncanny
resemblance to Kangla and one
can say that the Royal Palace and
Kangla fort are of same character
and model. Oh yes, there is a big
difference, ours is neglected by
the government while theirs are
pr ope r ly  ma in tain ed  by

government. After riding through
the city here and there for almost
an hour, I returned back to my
Hotel as it was already time for
the interaction.

Our brethrens from Mandalay
reached our hotel at the exact time
wh ich  was f ixed  be for e-
Punctuality, a thing that I have
been witnessing ever since I came
here. If it were here, it would have
been a sort of that saying called
Meite i Pu ng.  Af ter  inf orm al
in t roduc tions,  we b egan our
in ter actions .  O ur  brethrens
expressed  their  desire to visit
Manipur, during Sangai festival
and to visit various part of the
state .  Also ,  th ey wan t the
Government to provide Manipuri
literatures to them so that they

can learn more and the younger
generations about Manipur. From
our team side, RK Shivachandra
invited  them to  v isit Manipur
during Sangai festival and said all
the necessary arrangements will
be made as soon as they reach
Moreh. This is a good initiative
from the Act East Policy team, I
th ink .  Ou r  team presented
traditional shawls and scarves to
each and every individual who
paid us a visit. After exchanging
pleasantries and interaction, we
bade them farewell.

Would be unfair not to mention
the initiative taken by a Meitei ,
Zin Tuko to preserve our cultural
identity out there by opening a
Museum called Meetei Museum.
Rare photographs of Lamyanba

Hijam Irabot, books and other
cultural items were showcased
on his museum. This particular
museum in Mandalay would help
the  you n ge r  Man ip ur i
generations to learn more about
their roots. As it is an initiative
taken by an individual, it may get lost
in annals of time if proper support is
not reached out.  It is high time our
Government acts and  helps in
preserving such things, which will be
a priceless treasure some day.

Now our time has come to
bade farewell to Myanmar and
cruise towards Manipur. It was
a memor able tr ip ,  th ank s to
Directorate of Information and
Public Relatio ns and  the Act
East Policy team. Overall the trip
w as  l ik e  a jo ur n ey to  th e
d r eam lan d ,  exp lo r in g  th e
unexplored . It also presented us
w i th  the  o pp o r tun i ty to
exper ience var ious aspects of
th e li fe and  contempla te the
f u tu r e  of  o u r  n e igh b o u rin g
count ry with  which  we  have
s h ar ed  an  in ext r icab ly
intertwined  history. But the best
th in g  ab o u t th e  t r ip  i s  th e
o p po r tun i ty  to  s ha r e  o u r
experiences with the people of
the state and beyond who have
been  harbo uring the wis h  to
visit the country.  I f we have
s ucceed ed in  w h et tin g th ei r
appetite for a tr ip to Myanmar
b y ou r  b r ie f  n ar ra t io n s,  w e
would consider the troubles and
hardships endured  dur ing the
trip worth it.

System error- or is
this the real picture
of real democracy

“LIES” no matter how big or small always crack
the foundation of “TRUST”.

People are often made believed by blatant lies
promi se by  po l it ic ian s  or  pol it ica l  party.
Whomsoever we the people trusted become a
changed man when he went to electoral politics
and get elected. The true face often emerges
after the said person whom we thought the best
among the best was given the power and money.
This phenomenon existed since India  became
republ ic.  Promises  of  eradicating the poor,
rooting, out corruption become words that the
politicians always used. The good in the person
who got elected change soon he has been handed
over the mandate.

There were times when the candidates made
false promised during election time and fooled
the people to woes the voter. The moment they
were elected they often forgot what they had
promised to the people often led a live thinking
that the general public who elected them are
bunch of ignorant fools who can be driven at any
direc tion.  The  s inis ter  concept become
phenomenon and now people (almost all) now
started thinking that there is no true leader who
deserve victory in any of the election. But as the
hangover system still has to be followed and
continue there cannot be a full stop to the ongoing
process. Election is mandatory for a democratic
country. And for that candidates are required.
In-order to form government there again need
political party and those candidates need to be
attached to any of the political party to render
their service with effective power.

Why? Why this thing always happened? Is it the
system of our democracy or is it the common
people that have not learnt the fact about what
has been happening.

We are not sure if God frequently surfaces in
the form of man, as is commonly believed. But
what we can be dead certain is the fact that his
a rch enemy Satan of ten manifes ts  himself ,
especially in Manipur, in the form of politicians.
These incarnations of Satan, who are now running
amok with the people’s sensibilities, have cast
such a nasty spell on the state that it is well nigh
impossible for the people who elected them in
the first place, to retain even a semblance of
sanity.

There could be no other logical explanation to
the goings on in the political arena than taking
refuge in the unnatural and the irrational. And
for the teeming millions who had inflicted this
handful of pests on themselves, there could be no
other option but to bemoan their fate. The curse,
call it the millenium curse, is well and truly upon
us.

It would be an understatement to say that there
is something very basically wrong with our polity.
Things have now come to such a pass that our
state of Manipur can neither move forward nor
backward but remain painfully suspended in a maze
of anarchy and disorder.

The scourge of politicians have indeed taken a
heavy toll, not only of the  riches but also of its
psyche. The epidemic is now all pervading and has
invaded the very roots of the country’s integrity
and well being thereby impeding its prosperity and
peace. Whatever the party, whatever their ideology
and hue, when it comes to pursuit of power and
pelf, our politicians are at their wily best and very
united too in their mission.

If only these characters demonstrate the same
solidarity and zeal in nation building, things would
have been much different. But alas, their penchant
for  sel f -preservation has  a lways  won over
patriotism, their quest for wealth has always been
at the nation’s expense and above all their instinct
for survival has always prevailed over the nation’s.

They have always prospered even as the state
disintegrated, and they are always in a position of
strength, be it ‘secularism or communalism’ that
is at play. But what about the 25 lakhs people
who e lected them?  They a re never i n the
reckoning.
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Globalisation, governed primarily
by a market-oriented philosophy,
has a number of implications for
modes of governance. In the realm
of education, the institutions of
h igher  education  face new
pressures and  demands for
accountability, access,  quality,
introduction of new technologies
and curr icu lum. A number  of
countries have introduced reforms
to meet the challenges arising out
of such a situation, though the
context and nature of reforms vary
from one country to another. First,
is the concrete references available
for post secondary education gave
r ise to  pr ivatisation  of  h igher
education.
The protagonists of privatisation
see it as an alternative when the
supply and demand do not match
or when demands are diversified or
when public education is seen as
not promoting quality. Second, the
Governments are under pressure to
attract foreign capital; and this
means providing a ready supply of
skilled labour. This translates into
pressure to increase the average
level of education in the labour
force. The higher level of education
are important in a society wherein

The impact of Globalisation
the economy is becoming more
knowledge-based than product-
based. Third, there is the closer
relationship between the private
sector  including multinational
corporations and  the state
agencies concerned with product
development and innovation.
Further, globalisation should have
a profound impact on the
production and transmission of
knowledge, some have argued that
th is has not occurred; they are
casting doubts on the capacity of
globalisation  to  permeate
knowledge production and
transmission as per local needs. In
the context of Asia, th is seems
more relevant. Sometimes, we even
find  people advocating the
replacement of textbooks with the
motion pictures or instructional
television. At another level, even
when there were attempts to use
modern  technology in  h igher
education, it has remained limited
to the use of computers. It appears
that the educational practices at the
classroom level have changed only
a little in most developing countries
of Asia.
In terms of labour market reforms,
the Governments are under
pressure to attract foreign capital
and this requires a ready supply of

skilled labour. Further the shift from
manufactur ing to  the serv ices
sector is an important development
in the nineties. Thus, the concerns
about attain ing quality and
curricular relevance in h igher
education  with  reference to
in ternational standards and
demands have become prominent.
This has p laced increased
emphasis on mathematics and
science in the curriculum, and
techno-scien tif ic areas of
knowledge. Thus the discourse
today is about the skills ‘relevant
for employment, and enterprise’. In
the context of globalisation, two
major developments have taken
place.  One is the inclusion of
members of the business houses
on the boards of  the public
universities in order to enhance the
industry-institution linkages. This
is expected to ensure the relevance
of the contents of the curriculum
and new academic programmes
vis-à-vis the needs of the industry.
The advocates of globalisation
today argue for
internationalisation of curriculum.
For them, a truly global university
today is characterized  by its
engagement with the process of
globalisation ,  its  in ternational
networks, and its internationalised

curricu lum. The
internationalisation of curriculum
entails a complex interplay of
h istory,  politics,  knowledge
production, and its use as well as
teaching and learning. All these,
however,  are inf luenced  by
international market conditions
and professional orientation. If
this is so , the internationalised
curricu lum involves the
development of  new skills,
attitudes and knowledge among
students and  teachers alike. It
requires creation of new learning
practices,  spaces,  ethos and
cultures.
However, there is a danger in such
internationalisation of curriculum.
For instance, it also means the
homogenization of  curricu lum
across all the nations and cultures.
This obviously undermines the
values of uniqueness and diversity
in cultures. This may create confl
icts at the local level, which can
threaten the social harmony as is
evident in some of the South Asian
countries. In developing countries
such as India, globalisation seems
to be increasing the gap between
the rich and  the poor, thereby
aggravating the problems of social
inequality, which is also inherent
in the education system as well.


